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the necessity of compulsory labour in certain cases, and
that we do not stigmatise as slavery such labour when,
under all possible safeguards against the occurrence of
abuses, it is employed for recognised and indispensable
purposes of public utility. On the other hand, we regard
the system, when employed for private profit, as wholly
unjustifiable and as synonymous with slavery." *
But in the first place, what is meant by " indispens-
able purposes of public utility " ? Secondly, and
of no less importance, by what right does any
Government take a man's freedom and exact from
him forced labour ?
Public opinion must not only ask, but must insist
upon a satisfactory answer to both these pertinent
questions, if the colonisation of backward areas at
this period is to escape the condemnation of history.
The practice of obtaining labour by compulsion
arises mainly from the indigenous custom of calling
out labour for works of general benefit to the tribe.
Under native custom, the chief, in calling out such
labour, was rigidly limited by circumstances in his
exactions.
What were these limitations ? The chief would
never call out labourers in such a manner that his re-
quisitions would seriously interfere with the domestic
requirements of the tribe. The labour would never
be exacted for long periods, and it would not be
called out in circumstances which would involve
prolonged separation of the worker from his family.
Compulsion was only employed to repair the
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